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Abstract. Two lacewings and an aquatic beetle are recorded further north in the North 
I. than previously known: Micromus bifasciatus Tillyard, 1923 (Neuroptera: 
Hemerobiidae) near Auckland (Waitemata Co.). Cryptoscenea australiensis (Ender- 
lein, 1906) (Neuroptera: Coniopterygidae) and Gyrinus convexiusculus Macleay, 1873 
(Coleoptera: Gyrinidae), both in the far north (Mangonui Co.). 


This new series of papers is intended to provide further records of lacewings (Order 
Neuroptera) and aquatic insects (several Orders) in order to make them more quickly and 
readily available. 


Unless otherwise stated specimens are in the collections of the Auckland Museum. 
Micromus bifasciatus Tillyard, 1923 (Neuroptera: Hemerobiidae) 


This endemic species was earlier recorded (Wise 1963) in the South I. and as far 
north as Gisborne in the North I. 


Following an observation by Mrs B.M. May of Huia, west of Auckland (Waitemata 
Co.), a search was made in 1982 on trees she had indicated in that district and an adult and 
larvae were collected. This is an active colony known for several years. 


Cryptoscenea australiensis (Enderlein, 1906) (Neuroptera: Coniopterygidae) 


After many years searching, Coniopterygid lacewings were re-discovered in New 
Zealand in 1959 and recognised as this Australian species (Kimmins & Wise 1962). An 
active population was found at Mangere, Auckland, feeding on mealybugs (Trionymus 
wisei Williams & de Boer, 1973) on rushes. Since then other records of the species have 
been made (Kimmins & Wise 1962, Wise 1963) and individuals have been recorded 
feeding on mites on fruit trees (Collyer 1964). There are also previously unrecorded 
specimens from North Auckland, one taken in the Bay of Islands Co. (National Museum 
collection) and two in the Hokianga Co. (Entomology Division collection). 


Recently, in 1983, a female was collected at Motutangi swamp in the far north 
(Mangonui Co.) in a ground crevice where rushes were growing. 
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Gyrinus convexiusculus Macleay, 1873 (Coleoptera: Gyrinidae) 


A species of whirligig beetle was apparently first recorded for New Zealand by 
Hutton (1873:246) who mentioned Gyrinus natator as being one of four aquatic beetles 
present in this country and also noted this species as being in Britain. It would appear he 
used the name of the European species for the species present in New Zealand. In a list of 
New Zealand species published a year later Hutton (1874) listed only “‘Gyrinus striolatus 
Guerin, Voy. Coquille, 62.°°. This is a large Australian species now known as Mac- 
rogyrus striolatus (Guerin, 1838) and there is no suspicion that it occurs in this country. 
Later in the 1870s, Pascoe (1877) described a new species from New Zealand as Gyrinus 
huttoni. He gave the locality as Waikato and mentioned a specimen received from Captain 
Hutton. This then was the gyrinid species recorded from New Zealand and based on at 
least one specimen. 


Subsequently, Broun (1880) recorded the species Gyrinus huttoni and quoted Pas- 
coe’s description and comments in their entirety, the personal pronouns used being Pas- 
coe’s not Broun’s. This species was also listed by Hutton (1904), mentioned by Tillyard 
(1926;194) and recorded by Hudson (1934:43,179). 


Later, in a revision of the Australian Gyrinidae, Ochs (1949) synonymised G. huttoni 
Pascoe, 1877 with the widespread species Gyrinus convexiusculus Macleay, 1873, which 
was also recorded from India to Australia and New Caledonia. 


However, the species seemed to have disappeared from New Zealand as no new 
records based on specimens had been made since the early records in the 1870s and no 
specimens were present in current collections in New Zealand. Wise (1973:145) and 
McLellan (1975:557) noted this lack of confirmation that the Family Gyrinidae occurred 
here. 


More recently, since 1977, whirligig beetles have been re-discovered in the Waikato 
Valley (Waipa Co.), and recorded as Gyrinus convexiusculus by Chapman (1982). This is 
undoubtedly the same area as the original locality record of ‘‘Waikato’’ and lies in the 
South Auckland section of the Auckland Province. Subsequent to that collection, the 
species has also been recorded and figured by Winterbourn & Gregson (1981:39,43) and 
Helmore (1982). 


The discovery of another population of the same species, in the far north of the North 
Auckland section of the province, is now reported. Whirligig beetles were seen by the 
author on the surface of a man-made pond within the northern Mangonui Co. in early 
1983. Specimens taken then and since are determined as Gyrinus convexiusculus Mac- 
leay, 1873. This isolated occurrence is so far unexplained but the colony is being moni- 
tored and searches for other occurrences in the area are being made. It is intended to 
publish full details and lodge specimens in other institutions when this study is completed. 
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